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Dear 31r: Opinion

: pli the hereinadove cap~
tioned matter has beg ) his departaent., e

ion o @ County, and that

desire to kpow does such change say

the sslaries of a County Commissioner
enunerated braocket must be §2500,00, or
6nal with the Commissioners' Court to fix
sy of the Commissioner at any sum they see
fit,~adt to exceed ,;2500.00 annually."

lavaca County had an assessed valuatioo of 13,201,820
for the year 1944.

dousse 3ill llo. 84, Acte 4Gth Legislature, Regular Sesg-
sion, 1545, reads in part as follows:

bt QH“WEATION IS TO 9% CONSTRUED AS A DEPARTMENTAL OPFINION UNLESS APFROYVED BY THE ATTORNEY GRNERAL OR FIR3ST ASSISTANT
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"article 2350, 1In oounties having the follow-
ing essessed valuations, respectively, as shown by
the total assessed valuations of all properties oer-
tified by the county assssssor and approved by the
Commissioners Court, for county purposes, for the

previous year, from time to time, the countf Commis-
ssioners of suah oounties shall eaoch_receive annu

salaries not erein speoified,
sald salaries to be pald In equal mon stall-
ments, at least one-half (1/2), and not exceeding

thres-fourths (3/4k), out of the Road and Bridge
Furnd, and the remsainder out of the General Fund of
the oounty; said assessed valuetions and salaries
applisable thereto being as follows:

"Assessed Valuations Salaries to be paid
sach Commlissioner

"Rot to exoeed §$3,500,000,00, as provided at end of
this Seotion,

$ 3,500,001 and less than

6,000,000 not to exceed ¢1,500,00
$ 6,000,001 and less than

9,000,000 not to sxceed 1,800,00
$ 9,000,001 and less than

10,000,000 oot to exocesd 2,000,00
$10,000,00) and less than

12,000,000 not %o exceed 2,200,00
$12,000,001 and less than .

20,000,000 not to exosed 2,200,00
$£20,000,001 and less than ; :

30,000,000 not to exoceed 3,000,00
$30,000,001 and less than

75,000,000 not to exceed 3,600.00
875,000,001 and less than
120,000,000 not to exceed 4 ,000,00
$120,000,001 and less than

140,000,000 not to exceed 4,800.00
$14,0,000,001 and less than

400,000,000 not to exceed 5,500,00

$400,000,001 and over
not to exceed 6,000,00
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\lnutes of same Gour X Lhe sslaries o s sount
ommissioners for such year, within the limits as
ovided for 1o this Aot. Jnderscoring ours

The provisions of E. B. No. 84 are expressed in plain
and unambiguous languege, and its mesning is clear and definite,

This Act docee not meke it mandetory that the Commis-
sioners' Courts fix the salaries of Commissioners at the maximum
figurs provided for in sasch of the above drackets, but merely
provides that the Commissioners Courts cannot pey Commissioners
;ala;i;t in excess of the amount specified in each of seid

reackets.

In conneotion with the foregoing we wish to point out
cur Opinion No. 0-6576,wherein it states as follows:

", « ¢ » AnY inorease of salary for the year 1945
must be in the proportion ss the dalance of the year
relates to the total annusl inoresse thet mey de made
under said Aot, In other words, if . . . the increase
in eompensation {s sllowed as of June lst, then the
inoresse for 1945 would de 7/12ths . . . *ho oompense-~
tion for the months pasaed ocannot % inoreassed,

*In eonnedtion with the foregoing we direet
your attention to Art, 689811, Y. A, C, 5., whiseh i
ia part aa follows:

*"t¥Yhen the dudget has been finally epproved
by the Commissioners’ Court, the bdudget, as sp-
proved by the Court shell be filed with the Clerk
of the County Court, and taxes levied only ino sc-
oordance therewith, and no expenditure of the
funds of the county shall thereafter de made ex-
ocept in strict ocompliance with the budget as
adopted by the Couwrt. Except that emergency ex-
penditures, in ocase of grave pudblioc necessity, to
mest unusual end unforeseen oonditiocns whieh oould
not, by reasonabdly 41)igent thought and attention,
have been inoluded in the originel dudget, may
fror time to $ime Do suthorized dy the Court as
emendnents to the original dudget. In all cases
where such amendments to thes originasl dudget i»
nade, & oopy of the order of the Court amending
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the dudget shall be filed with the Clerk of the

County Court, and attached to the dudget originelly
adopted.'"

It is sherefore our opinion that the Commissioners'
Court of Lavacs County mey fix the salaries of its Commissioners

et any sum it seesz fit, 30 long es the amount does not exceed
$2500,00 annusllye

Yours very truly,

ATTORNEY GFNEFRAL OF TEXAC

w ¢ O Do)
C. Davi-, Jr.

Assistant,
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